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The Royal Air Force Charitable Trust continues to have a significant
and positive impact on the lives of many people. We support a
range of projects and initiatives benefitting RAF serving personnel
(regular and reserves), cadets and other young people. We offer
flying scholarships, invest in STEM initiatives and offer support to
RAF personnel at home and abroad.

Since the Trust’s inception, we have been committed to
sharing our passion for aviation and encouraging young
people to become involved in flying activities and STEM
(Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics). As the
youngest member of the RAF Family of Charities, we have
seized the opportunity to inspire the next generation to
consider careers in aerospace and to enrich the lives of RAF
personnel.

WE PROMOTE

WE SUPPORT

WE ENCOURAGE

THE RAF

RAF PERSONNEL

YOUNG PEOPLE

We stage events such as the Royal
International Air Tattoo, which is the
world’s largest military airshow and
the annual Royal Air Force in Concert
Tour performed by the Bands of the
Royal Air Force. These events generate
most of our revenue and allow us to
raise awareness of the Trust.

From climbing walls to go-karts,
expeditions to families’ days, we
support the RAF by providing financial
grants to improve the quality of life
on stations and within the RAF as
a whole. We support a wide range
of projects and activities, taking
applications all year round.

The Trust aims to share the magic of
aviation with young people and operates
a number of scholarships and awards.
These can open up opportunities
to pursue an aerospace or aviation
related career path. The RAFCT supports
leadership skills and team training for the
Air Cadets and Combined Cadet Force.
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Over the year covered by this Annual Review, we have been
heavily involved in the delivery of the enormously successful
celebration of the RAF Centenary. Our year began with a
glittering BBC Radio 2 Centenary Gala Concert in a packed
Royal Albert Hall. It portrayed, in words and music, the spirit
of the Royal Air Force over that one hundred years. Key parts
of this concert then toured the UK’s major concert venues.
We contributed to the fund raising and celebration effort of
the RAF 100 Appeal Joint Venture, with our friends in the
Royal Air Forces Association, the Royal Air Force Benevolent
Fund, the Royal Air Force Museum and the Royal Air Force.
However, it was the year’s RAF 100 themed Royal
International Air Tattoo featuring a public Royal Review of
the Royal Air Force that capped our year, attracting record
crowds, enjoying great weather and a breathtaking 3 full
days of flying. It also saw the highest ever participation of
overseas air forces and their leadership, cementing our role
supporting worldwide UK Defence Diplomacy. The year of
celebrations culminated in the Royal Air Force Charitable
Trust Enterprises donating the fantastic sum of £1.25 million
to the parent charity, the second largest annual donation in
the history of Enterprises. Over the same period, Trustees
approved grants totalling more than £800,000. Not only is
the Royal International Air Tattoo the world’s greatest
celebration of military aviation, it is also vital in helping the
RAF Charitable Trust make a difference to the lives of
thousands of young people and RAF personnel around the
UK and beyond.
We continue to support exciting STEM activities for young
people. Successful partnerships with like-minded
organisations such as the Scout Association and the RAF’s
STEM Outreach Team, have allowed the Trust to continue this
important work in encouraging young people to develop
their interests in these core subjects, which are so
fundamental to aviation and the young people who will
become the Nation’s engineers and aviators of tomorrow.
We continue to take great pride in the effect of these
inspirational, STEM-focused, development opportunities.

and its character-developing effects, primarily through
delivering several forms of flying and educational
scholarships. In this area too, we will continue to develop
effective and far reaching partnerships with best-in-class
delivery organisations such as the Smallpeice Trust, the RAF
Flying Clubs’ Association, the RAF Air Cadets, the Scout
Association, Flying for Freedom and others.
By working together with others, the Trust has also reached
much further than in previous years to ensure that young
people have been able to experience thrills and challenges
beyond flying, to enjoy life-changing adventurous training
expeditions. The Trustees have also recognised the
importance of supporting social and sporting activities, to
foster leadership development and the well-being of Royal
Air Force personnel and their families, wherever they serve.
We hope that you enjoy reading the articles in this Annual
Review, which explain some of the many varied ways in
which the Trust supports a wide range of exciting activities
and initiatives which help to ‘elevate’ the individual, literally
and metaphorically! We are extremely grateful for the many
collaborations that we enjoy with a wide range of external
organisations that help both the RAF Charitable Trust and its
trading company, RAF Charitable Trust Enterprises, to achieve
our tremendous results during the past 12 months.
Particular thanks go to our corporate sponsors whose
enduring support is key to our success. Most importantly, we
thank our army of volunteers who give so generously and
professionally of their leisure time, to deliver our world-class
Royal International Air Tattoo.

Air Marshal Sir Kevin Leeson
RAFCT Chairman

Alan Smith
RAFCTE Chairman

The Trust funds a variety of exciting initiatives in encouraging
and assisting young people to experience the thrill of flight
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PARTNERSHIPS HELP
MAKE BIG STEM IMPACT

£189,025

IT IS PRIMARILY THROUGH THE POWER OF PARTNERSHIPS
THAT WE ARE SUCCESSFULLY BRINGING THE STEM
(SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, ENGINEERING AND MATHS)
CURRICULUM TO LIFE FOR THOUSANDS OF YOUNG PEOPLE.

Delivery organisations such as the
Scout Association, Primary Engineer,
Smallpeice Trust and the RAF Youth &
STEM Team are enabling us to most
effectively inspire young minds and
encourage in them an awareness and
appreciation of aviation along with all
its related professions.
Our partnership with the Arkwright
Scholarships, operated through the
Smallpeice Trust, continues to go from
strength to strength, doubling the
number of sixth form students who we
are helping to fund through the
scheme. We approved 10 scholarships,
which aim to nurture and inspire future
leaders in the field of engineering
through courses and enrichment
activities.
This has proved so successful that we
have extended our partnership with
The Smallpeice Trust to fund an

engaging STEM focused residential
course for 100 female Year 9 students.
The course seeks to address the
current gender imbalance in UK
Engineering by supporting the
students’ informed subject choices at
16 and perceptions of engineering as a
career.

Scouts Air Activities Badge £40,000
RAF Youth and STEM Partnerships £59,025
Arkwright Engineering Scholarships £22,000
RAFAC Aerospace Camp £10,000
Year 9 Girls into Engineering Course with
Smallpeice Trust £25,000
Scottish Engineering Masterclass with
Primary Engineer £15,000
RIAT Junior Engineering Challenge £15,000
YES Youth Aviation Pedal Planes £3,000

RAFCT Director Justine Morton with
Trust-sponsored Arkwright
Engineering Scholars at a
presentation ceremony in London.

ARKWRIGHT ENGINEERING SCHOLARSHIP

Once again, the Royal International Air
Tattoo provided a wonderful backdrop to
the Trust-sponsored Junior Engineering
Challenge which saw children from 16
primary schools complete a sciencebased task in the Air Tattoo’s critically
acclaimed Techno Zone® where STEM
subjects are brought to life. Among the
judges impressed by the standard of the
competitors was Apollo 15 astronaut Al
Worden.
Shortly after the Air Tattoo, hundreds
of RAF Air Cadets (RAFAC) headed to
RAF Syerston to take part in the annual
National Aerospace Camp. The event,
which attracted £10,000 worth of Trust
funding, is organised by HQ Air Cadets
and in 2018 formed part of the ‘RAF100
Inspire’ programme. As well as
enjoying a feast of aviation-focused
activities, cadets had the opportunity
to explore potential career options,
complete their Blue Wings badge and
meet RAFAC ambassador Honorary Gp
Capt Carol Vorderman during a special
VIP day.

Finally, this summer will see us partner
with the Royal Air Force, through its
Youth and STEM Engagement Team to
sponsor the Scouts’ Air Activities badge.
We’re delighted to support an initiative
that is both a fun and educational way
to develop airmindedness among 10 to
14-year-olds around the UK. The badge
is just one of several high-quality STEM
initiatives that our partnership with the
RAF is delivering in order to help ensure
a sustainable stream of engineers in to
the future.

RAF Air Cadets at the National
Aerospace Camp at RAF
Syerston in August 2018.

It is not only the engineers of the
future that are benefitting from our
focus on STEM subjects, but also the
teachers of today. Around 100
secondary and primary school
educators, who teach STEM subjects in
schools across Scotland, are being
given the opportunity to take part in a
Scottish Engineering Leaders Award
Masterclass with the help of Primary
Engineer. Part-funded by us, this
Continuous Personal Development
course seeks to promote creative and
progressive teaching methods in the
classroom to help inspire young minds.

The Arkwright Engineering Scholarship still remains one of my proudest achievements -and is
always the first thing I put on my CV, says Wirrral Grammar School For Girls pupil Mollie German.
Over the past two years, the RAF Charitable Trust has offered me endless opportunities
within the engineering sector to extend my knowledge and skills. These range from a week
at RAF College Cranwell getting an insight into the vital roles of engineers within the
Typhoon Quick Reaction Alert force, to a week at Gilwell Park developing my leadership skills
alongside other scholars through adventure training activities such as rafting and climbing.
My personal highlight was being invited to the Air Tattoo and being lucky enough to network
with QinetiQ’s top engineers. This unique insight finalised my decision to push to become an
aerospace engineer and, with all this support, I have been offered a highly competitive
engineering apprenticeship with Airbus.
Mollie German

Thousands of young people enjoyed a
range of STEM-focused activities in the
critically acclaimed Techno Zone ® at the
Royal International Air Tattoo 2018.
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HIGHFLIERS GIVEN
CHANCE TO SOAR
THERE’S NO BETTER WAY TO CONVEY THE EXCITEMENT AND
LIFE-ENHANCING BENEFITS OF LEARNING TO FLY THAN BY
WINNING A SCHOLARSHIP.

It should be no surprise that we
committed a significant proportion of
grant money in the year 2018-19 to
giving as many people as possible the
opportunity to experience the
inspiration of flight.
This was achieved both by building on
the success of existing partnerships
with organisations such as the RAF
Flying Clubs’ Association (RAFFCA) and
RAF Air Cadets (RAFAC) as well as
identifying new opportunities.
We firmly believe in the power of flight
to encourage personal development.
Thanks to our scholarships and
support, individuals from a wide range
of backgrounds and from across the
UK and beyond are celebrating
personal achievements they would
have once thought impossible.

Through this increased self-belief, we’re
empowering individuals to overcome
challenges and achieve great things in
other areas of their lives.
Kathryn Hughes was one of two
Trust-sponsored scholars who learned
to fly through the Flying Scholarships
for Disabled People scheme in 2018.
Kathryn, who suffers from multiple
sclerosis, said: “My life has completely
changed. I never thought I would be
able to get in an airplane, let alone fly
and then this happened. The whole
journey has made me very emotional
and I have cried many times but now,
I cry with happiness. Winning the
scholarship from the RAF Charitable
Trust has created magic and has given
me confidence to lead a different life.”

£297,320
Successful RAF Air Cadet recipients of Air Chief Marshal Sir Michael Knight Pilot Scholarships with their certificates.

Microlight Purchase for Flying for
Freedom £48,000
Two Flying Scholarships with Flying
Scholarships for the Disabled £20,000

Microlight Purchase for Flying for Freedom £48,000

Two Flying Scholarships with Flying Scholarships for the Disabled £20,000

Sir Michael Knight Flying Scholarships for RAF Air Cadets and Flying Excellence award £102,000

Sir Michael Knight Flying Scholarships
for RAF Air Cadets and Flying
Flying ground training kit for RAF Air Cadets £11,896
Excellence award £102,000
Total £297,320

RAF Junior Ranks Pilot Scholarship Scheme and Top-up-Scheme with RAF Flying Clubs Association £115,424

RAF Junior Ranks Pilot Scholarship
Scheme and Top-up-Scheme with RAF
Flying Clubs Association £115,424
Flying ground training kit for RAF Air
Cadets £11,896

Now in its fifth year, the hugely popular
Trust-sponsored Junior Rank Pilot
Scholarship Scheme, operated through
RAFFCA, continues to offer members of
the RAF Junior Ranks (JR) a first-hand
understanding of the aviation-rich
environment in which they operate.
Hundreds of applications are received by
us each year and in 2018-19, 30 JRs based
at 15 RAF stations across the UK, went
from having little flight experience to
flying an aircraft solo (with top-up grants
available for the highest achievers!). We
strongly believe that by acquiring the
mindset and skills of a pilot, JRs will not
only enhance their understanding of the
Service and the roles they perform but
also their potential in the RAF.
A similar opportunity is offered to RAF
Air Cadets, nine of whom were chosen
this year from within the six RAFAC
regions of the UK to receive the Air Chief
Marshal Sir Michael Knight Scholarship.
The awards, which are made annually in
honour of our first chairman, offer those
who show flying capability and the
potential to achieve a successful career
in aviation the opportunity to complete
their Private Pilot’s Licence. It is from
among these successful scholars that
20-year-old Paul Stephenson, of 1869
(Middlesbrough) Sqn was chosen as this
year’s recipient of the Trust’s Flying
Excellence Trophy and grant.

Air Cadet Paul Stephenson, recipient of the
RAFCT Flying Excellence Trophy, said:

“Joining the Air Cadets helped to grow
my passion for aviation and has
transitioned me into the man that I am
today. I relished the experiences that
came my way, including the completion
of my Air Cadet Pilot Scheme which was
an achievement that I shall treasure.”

Gavin King, a member of the Junior Rank Pilot
Scholarship Scheme on completing his first solo.
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GIVING RAF PERSONNEL
A SPORTING CHANCE

RAF SPORTS
FEDERATION
PARTNERSHIP
Having been a member of RAF Cycling Association for some years now, I have
always been in and around the development of cyclists covering various
disciplines. I find the most enjoyable aspect developing those riders in progressing
their technical skills. Earlier this year I saw the RAF Charitable Trust was supporting
applications for coaching courses and I soon applied. The process was quick and
simple, and within a few weeks I had received the funding necessary to apply for a
course. Lots of study in my own time and attending 2 weekends under a British
Cycling Tutor saw me quickly develop my existing skillset, and pick up new
teaching methods. I see Level 1 as a stepping stone to completing further courses
in the pathway, thus enabling me to develop and inspire the future of RAF Cycling,
and coaches in other areas of sport.

THE PAST 12 MONTHS HAVE SEEN US CONTINUE OUR SUPPORT
FOR A WIDE RANGE OF SPORTING AND RECREATIONAL ACTIVITIES
ON RAF STATIONS UP AND DOWN THE COUNTRY (AND BEYOND)
AS A WAY OF RAISING MORALE AND PROVIDING QUALITY
DOWNTIME FOR OUR SERVICE PERSONNEL AND THEIR FAMILIES.
RAF sportsmen and women, who
proudly represent the Service at
competitive events around the UK and
abroad, benefitted from our support
enabling them to purchase new kit, go
on tour and learn new skills. Squash and
hockey players, netball and rugby
players, water polo players, surfers and
skiers were just some of the sports to
benefit.
The single largest grant to the Royal Air
Force went to the RAF Sports
Federation, which received £35,000
towards its vital coaching scheme. We
recognise that developing coaches is
likely to have the most significant
impact on grassroots sport within the
Service. By developing coaching staff,
funding sport-specific first aid training

and growing the number of qualified
referees and match officials, our
partnership with the sports federation
is already having a positive effect on
the fitness and sporting success of
Service personnel.
Away from competitive sport, we’ve
given a helping hand to several stationbased recreational facilities including
funding six new ball-return hoods at
RAF Brize Norton’s Astra Bowl, new
rock-climbing mats for the Ayios Niklaos
Climbing Club and new gym equipment
at the Troodos gym, both in Cyprus.
A commitment to ensuring serving
members of the RAF enjoy quality
down-time resulted in us contributing
towards a range of station-focused

initiatives including helping to enhance
505 (Wessex) RAuxAF Squadron’s
outdoor area at RAF St Mawgan and, at
RAF Marham, enhancing the social
environment in the newly established
Lightning Trainees’ Crewroom and in 93
Expeditionary Armaments Squadron’s
garden.

Sgt Jon Vogel

Finally, during the summer months, we
provided financial support for 11
Families’ Day events with grants of
between £500 and £1,000 each made
to RAF High Wycombe; RAF Odiham,
RAF Waddington, RAF Boulmer, RAF
Fylingdales; RAF Akrotiri, RAF Shawbury,
RAF Digby, RAFC Cranwell, RAF Benson
and DFTDC Manston. We also funded
the families’ enclosure at the Cosford
Air Show.

£117,687

“The Trust remains fully committed to supporting Royal Air Force
personnel wherever they serve, by offering them grants aimed at
improving their quality and enjoyment of life in the Service.”
Justine Morton, Director, RAFCT

RAF Sports £58,127
RAF Sports £58,127.12

RAF Sports Federation Partnership £35,000

RAF Sports Federation Partnership £35,000

RAF Station Families’ Days £15,250

RAF Station Families’ Days £15,250
Station Support £9,310

Station Support £9,310

Total £117,687.55

A member of the RAF Regiment
Football team in action.

Trustees continued their support for the RAF Cosford Field Gun Crew, who
overcame Her Majesty’s Naval Base Devonport and The Royal Engineers to scoop
the Armed Forces’ Field Gun Competition at Plymouth Hoe in July 2018.
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WE’RE PUTTING PERSONAL
DEVELOPMENT ON THE MAP

£105,526

THERE ARE FEW MORE EFFECTIVE WAYS TO DEVELOP LEADERSHIP
SKILLS AND ENCOURAGE A POSITIVE TEAM ETHOS AMONG YOUNG
ADULTS THAN AS PART OF A CHALLENGING ADVENTUROUS
TRAINING (AT) EXPEDITION.

ICELAND £10,000

PERU £8,273

SCOTLAND £2,200

ITALY £2,917

ENGLAND £4,762

JORDAN £10,000

FRANCE £1,625

NEPAL £26,000

MONGOLIA £15,000

MALAYSIA £1,511

NAMIBIA £8,500

MALAWI £2,400

COLLECTIVE GRANT TOTAL FOR THOSE NOT SHOWN ON MAP £12,338

We have committed more than
£100,000 to support expeditions
around the globe that are helping to
build self-esteem, confidence and a
team ethos.
During the past year, members of the
RAF Air Cadets, University Air
Squadrons and serving RAF personnel
have all benefitted from our support.
From ambitious treks to Peru and Nepal
to sailing and canoeing trips to
Scotland and France, AT expeditions are
empowering individuals up and down
the country to achieve great things.
We were pleased to award a grant of
£26,000 to help fund the largest single
Service mountaineering expedition
ever to be undertaken, Himalayan
Venture 2018, comprising 75 members
of the Royal Air Force including

members of the Reserves, University
Air Squadrons and Air Cadets. The
expedition, which took place during
both the 100th year of the Royal Air
Force and 70th anniversary of the RAF
Mountaineering Association, made
history when two members of the
team, Flight Lieutenant Olly Pirkis and
Squadron Leader Gordon Henderson,
became the first Britons to summit
Mount Langdung (6357m) in Nepal.
Encouraging University Air Squadron
students to be bold and think big is the
purpose of the Trust’s Paul Bowen
Award, which is presented annually to
the UAS team that plans the most
adventurous and ambitious expedition
that, in the eyes of Trustees, helps
individuals develop both leadership and
life skills.

Iceland
Paul Bowen Award 2018
joint runners-up
Northumbrian Universities
Air Squadron will traverse
the Icelandic Highlands on
mountain bikes and on foot

Iceland £10,000
Scotland £2,200
England £4,762
France £1,625
Mongolia £15,000
Namibia £8,500
Peru £8,273
Italy £2,917
Jordan £10,000
Nepal £26,000
Malaysia £1,511
Malawi £2,400
£12,338

England

Scotland

A variety of RAF Air Cadet
expeditions and activities
across England have been
supported, from trekking
and water sports in
Cornwall to rock climbing
ICELAND £5,417
PERU £8,273
and canoeing in Cumbria

Senior RAF Air Cadets from
across the UK will be
taking part in a sailing
expedition off the West
Coast of Scotland
Iceland £5,417
Scotland £2,200
England £4,762
France £1,625
Mongolia £15,000
Namibia £8,500
Peru £8,273
Italy £2,917
Jordan £10,000
Nepal £31,921
Malaysia £1,511
Malawi £2,400

SCOTLAND £2,200

ITALY £2,917

ENGLAND £4,762

JORDAN £10,000

FRANCE £1,625

NEPAL £31,921

MONGOLIA £15,000

MALAYSIA £1,511

NAMIBIA £8,500

MALAWI £2,400

Flight Lieutenant Olly Pirkis and
Squadron Leader Gordon Henderson,
became the first Britons to summit
Mount Langdung (6357m) in Nepal.

Italy

A group from Thames
Valley Wing RAF Air Cadets
canoed 100km through the
Gorge du Tarn

Members of 2158 (Sevenoaks)
Sqn RAF Air Cadets completed
Expedition Partisan Shadow in
the Dolomites, involving
mountaineering and rock
climbing

Mongolia
Members of the East of Scotland
Universities Air Squadron, who won
the 2018 Paul Bowen Award, will
undertake an ambitious 589km
mountain bike adventure across
central and Western Mongolia

Nepal
Himalayan Venture saw 75
members of the RAF, RAF
Reserves, University Air
Squadrons and RAF Air
Cadets embark on the
principal expedition for the
RAF Centenary

Peru
An eight-day excursion to
Peru, 24 cadets from 461
(Chichester) Squadron helped
out on a community project
at the Azul Wasi Orphanage.

France

Malawi
Namibia
Two expeditions involving
cadets and staff from Wales
and West Region and also
London Wing RAF Air Cadets
completed treks in Fish Canyon
and took part in community
projects

359 (Bexleyheath) Sqn
RAF Air Cadets ascended
Mount Mulanje and took
part in a community
project

Jordan

Malaysia

Paul Bowen Award 2018 joint
runners-up Cambridge
University Air Squadron will
spend a month in the Middle
East, hiking and taking part in
community engagement
projects

A team from Sutton Valence
Combined Cadet Force will trek
through the jungle, learn
survival skills and get involved
with a community project

“Watching these young adults, all of whom have an appreciation
for adventure, work and live amongst other like-minded
individuals is one of the most rewarding things to see.”
Paul Howes, Exercise Partisan Shadow Expedition Leader
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In 2018, the top award of £15,000 was
won by students from the East of
Scotland Universities Air Squadron
(ESUAS) for Mongolian Endurance, a
totally self-reliant, 14-day trek. To mark
RAF100, Trustees awarded not one but
two runners-up prizes of £10,000. One
went to Cambridge University Air
Squadron, to enable a team to
undertake an 18-day hike along 257km
of the newly-formed Jordan train from
Dana to Aqaba whilst the plans of 12
students from the Northumbrian
Universities Air Squadron to walk and
mountain-bike on an Icelandic
Highlands expedition, secured the
second runners-up prize.

Additionally, some of the expeditions
built in opportunities to practise good
citizenship. As part of an eight-day
excursion to Peru, 24 cadets from 461
(Chichester) Squadron helped out on a
community project at the Azul Wasi
Orphanage. Corporal Elyot Harmston
said: “This was the longest and furthest
away from home that I have ever
been. Seeing what a huge impact our
work will have on the orphans and
orphanage was really eye opening.”
Taking part in AT expeditions can also
help towards an individual’s efforts to
earn a Duke of Edinburgh (DofE) Award.

Following a canoeing expedition by 10
staff and cadets from Thames Valley
Wing Air Training Corps in the Gorge Du
Tarn, France, Flt Lt Martin Christlieb
RAFAC, the wing’s Adventure Training
Technical Officer, said: “The support from
the Trust was fantastic – it enabled us to
deliver an unforgettable opportunity to
both the DofE team who successfully
completed their expedition section, but
also the Adventure Training development
stream, who between them
accumulated 69 log book days – helping
aid their development and nurturing
potential instructors of the future.”

It is primarily through its partnership
with the Ulysses Trust that the RAF
Charitable Trust supports expeditions
organised to benefit the RAF Air Cadets
and Combined Cadet Force. In the year
ending 28 February 2019, no fewer
than 13 applications from squadrons
and wings around the UK received
funding.

Air Cadet Chas Tate, 2158
(Sevenoaks) Squadron RAFAC
Members of 2158 (Sevenoaks) Squadron took part in Exercise Partisan Shadow which
saw them embark on a mountaineering expedition in the Dolomites.

These expeditions not only encourage
cadets to be independent they also
provide opportunities to learn new
skills that helps to develop an
individual’s potential. They are also
physically challenging, requiring
individuals to dig deep in order to find
an inner reserve of energy and
motivation.
As part of part of an eight-day excursion to Peru, 24 cadets from 461 (Chichester)
Squadron helped out on a community project at the Azul Wasi Orphanage.

“Mongolian Endurance is a
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity
that delivers adventure,
challenge and personal
development while directly
preparing selected individuals
for an RAF career.”
ESUAS Sqn Ldr Jonathan Finbow,
Paul Bowen Award winner

“It made me realise that I
can do anything I set my
mind to, helping me
overcome fears thanks
to the perseverance and
support from those people
around me”

“Since taking part in Golden Tarn II
I’ve qualified as a Paddlesport
Instructor. I’m now one of the
youngest Paddlesport Instructor’s
in the RAFAC – thank-you
RAF Charitable Trust and
Ulysses Trust!”
Hazel Fell from 211 (Newbury)
Squadron RAFAC

Air Cadet Chas Tate from Sevenoaks
Squadron had never completed a
mountain day before signing up for
Expedition Partisan Shadow to the
Brenta Dolomites. Overcoming her fear
of heights, she said: “It made me
realise that I can do anything I set my
mind to, helping me overcome fears
thanks to the perseverance and
support from those people around me.”
Exercise Partisan Shadow Expedition
Leader Paul Howes commented that:
‘providing young people with the skills
to overcome obstacles is key to the Air
Cadets ethos of ‘Venture Adventure’.
Watching these young adults, all of
whom have an appreciation for
adventure, work and live amongst
other like-minded individuals is one of
the most rewarding things to see. You
see the development of characters that
you wouldn’t see in a classroom, work
together in an environment where
everyone’s ability levels are equal with
no one having any prior experience’.

Twelve RAF Air
Cadets from Cumbria
& Lancashire and
Greater Manchester
Wings of the RAFAC
escaped to sea
onboard the Ocean
Youth Trust (North)
‘James Cook’ ketch.

Cadets from Essex Wing RAF Air Cadets paddling the Ardeche River, France.
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GRANT SPOTLIGHT

GRANT SPOTLIGHT

FLYING FOR FREEDOM
RAFCT HAVE ESTABLISHED A PARTNERSHIP WITH FLYING FOR
FREEDOM, WHO PROMOTE THE BENEFITS OF THE
REHABILITATIVE POWER OF FLIGHT AND THE FREEDOM
DISCOVERED THROUGH FLYING. SUPPORTING WOUNDED AND
SICK PERSONNEL AS WELL AS VETERANS FROM ALL THREE
SERVICES. WE HAVE FUNDED THE COST OF A NEW AIRCRAFT
TO HELP THEIR ENDEAVOURS.
Luke is a military veteran and a founder member of Flying for Freedom. He is
currently preparing for a Flying for Freedom expedition to Antarctica. He is also
a Paralympian Long Jumper and is training for Tokyo 2020.

HIMALAYAN VENTURE

“

I first came to Flying for Freedom a year
after my injury (November 2011). I was
looking for an opportunity to fly and I
wanted to be able to get a licence
despite having no legs. The aviation
industry seemed fairly happy that a guy
with no legs could be a pilot and I quickly
got started with training.
The massive draw of FFF at the time
was the opportunity to be part of a
team, endeavouring to go to the South
Pole. Life time ambition of flying and
going to the South Pole. Massive ticks.
Flying is a passion sport and while
learning to fly, it was taking a leading
role in my life. It drove my rehabilitation
and presented prosthetic challenges
that meant I had to rehabilitate
effectively so I could get back in the sky.
I’ve flown over 200 hours and been
privileged to see views that most never
will. Aviation is in my blood and I hope
to continue on this path, helping others
change their life with flying.
The grant from the RAF Charitable Trust
has helped improve the good work FFF
do. This third aircraft known as ‘Douglas
Bader’ has filled the massive gap in
aircraft availability, allowing us to train
and meet all our commitments. This
aircraft will also be one of the 4 aircraft
going to the South Pole.
Luke Sinnott

If you are a veteran or serving member of the armed forces with a long term sickness
or life changing injury and you are interested in flying to help your ongoing
rehabilitation. Then contact FFF @ www.flyingforfreedom.org. All the aircraft are fully
adapted and most disabilities can be catered for. You too could be a pilot.
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”

We were pleased to award a grant of £26,000 which
helped fund the largest single Service mountaineering
expedition ever to be undertaken. 75 service personnel
undertook a strenuous month long expedition to traverse
the Rolwaling and Khumbu regions of Nepal. There were
46 regulars, 10 reservists, 12 UAS officer cadets, 4 air
cadets and 3 doctors

“

Ex HIMALAYAN VENTURE 18 exceeded all my
expectations and was one of the most
remarkable and challenging experiences I’ve had
in 11 years in the RAF. I gained winter
mountaineering qualifications, discovered one of
the most beautiful regions in the world and
climbed to 5750m! Sharing this with Reservists,
Air Cadets and University Air Squadron Cadets
made the whole experience even more special
and unique. Without the RAFCT, this expedition
would not have been possible.
Squadron Leader Steph Wilde, RAF

”

THE ROYAL AIR FORCE SHOWCASE
THE ANNUAL ROYAL
INTERNATIONAL AIR TATTOO AT
RAF FAIRFORD ONCE AGAIN
PROVIDED THE TRUST WITH A
VALUABLE PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT
OPPORTUNITY TO SHOWCASE
MANY OF THE EXCITING WAYS
MONEY RAISED BY THE AIRSHOW
IS SPENT.

Royal guests in attendance included
HRH the Duke of Kent, Patron of the
RAF Charitable Trust; HRH Prince
Michael of Kent; HRH The Princess
Royal and HRH Prince Feisal bin Al
Hussein of the Jordanian Royal Family.
Guests from the world of politics
included the Chancellor of the Exchequer
Philip Hammond; the then Secretary of
State for Defence Gavin Williamson; the
Parliamentary Under-secretary of State
for Defence People and Veterans, Tobias
Ellwood and the Minister for Defence
Procurement Guto Bebb.

Two training aircraft operated by the
RAF Flying Clubs’ Association and
funded by the Trust featured in the
static aircraft park whilst on the
showground, the critically acclaimed
Techno Zone® hosted a wide variety of
STEM-focused attractions including the
Trust-sponsored Junior Engineering
Challenge.
A record crowd of 185,000 people
attended the event in July, 2018 which
staged international celebrations
marking the Royal Air Force’s
Centenary. In total, 302 aircraft, from
43 air arms representing 30 nations
attended the airshow, of which a
staggering 121 took part in the flying
display.
Among the flying display highlights
were a number of unique flypasts. A

special tribute to the legendary 617
‘Dambusters’ Squadron saw the iconic
Lancaster bomber from the Battle of
Britain Memorial Flight fly in formation
with the squadron’s former aircraft, the
Tornado, and its replacement the RAF’s
new state-of-the-art F-35B Lightning II.
Another flypast featured nine RAF
Typhoons in formation, as part of
centenary celebrations.

In total, the Air Tattoo hosted 79
military delegations including 64
military chiefs from around the world
including Chief of the Air Staff, Air Chief
Marshal Sir Stephen Hillier; the First Sea
Lord Admiral Sir Philip Jones; Chairman
of the NATO Committee, Air Chief
Marshal Sir Stuart Peach and Vice-Chief
of the Defence Staff, General Sir Gordon
Messenger.
Celebrities included Carol Vorderman,
Sir David Jason, Susannah Reid and
vocal group Blake.

Fast jet displays by the world’s top pilots
are among the highlights of the airshow.
The Patron of the Trust, His Royal Highness
the Duke of Kent, escorted by Air Marshal
Sir Kevin Leeson, Chairman of the Trust.

The Air Tattoo’s critically-acclaimed
Techno Zone ® offered a wide range of
STEM focused activities.

Among the aircraft on static
display was a RAF Flying Clubs’
Association Tecnam, funded
by the Trust.
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Air Chief Marshal Sir Michael Knight with
Air Cadet Ben Makin, who is a previous
recipient of a flying scholarship named
after the former Trust chairman.
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FINANCIAL
STATEMENTS
THE ROYAL AIR FORCE CHARITABLE TRUST
INCOME FROM
Donation From RAFCTE
Dividend from Scampton
Airshow Limited

FIRST CLASS POSTS

Other Donations and
Investment Income

Social Media provides a wonderful glimpse of how Trust
grants are positively impacting people’s lives. Here we’ve
selected a few of our favourites from the past year.

Total Income

THE TRUST’S TRADING COMPANIES

2018-19

2017-18

£1,250,579

£1,225,000

£116,532

£0

£38,693

£39,508

£1,405,804

£1,264,508

EXPENDITURE ON

INCOME FROM
Commercial Trading Operations

Other Donations
& Investment Income
Total Income

2018-19

2017-18

£13,035,513

£12,169,450

£18,541

£23,224

£13,054,054

£12,192,674

EXPENDITURE ON

Raising Funds

£(97,939)

£(93,764)

Commercial Trading
Operations

£(8,602,402)

£(8,868,086)

Governance Costs

£(27,840)

£(28,006)

Administrative Expenditure

£(2,800,033)

£(2,987,103)

£(935,828)

£(755,866)

Interest Payable

£(9,112)

£(10,745)

£(1,061,607)

£(877,636)

Total Expenditure

£(11,411,547)

£(11,865,934)

£344,197

£386,872

£1,642,507

£326,740

Inter Company
Exceptional Item

(£654,900)

£0

£654,900

£0

Net (Expenditure)/Income
for the Year

(£310,703)

£386,872

Net Income for the Year

£2,297,407

£326,740

£2,823,455

£2,436,583

Funds Brought Forward at
1 March 2018

(£247,588)

£650,672

£(1,250,579)

£(1,225,000)

£(116,532)

£0

£682,708

£(247,588)

Charitable Activities
Total Expenditure

Net Operating Income
for the Year

Funds Brought Forward at
1 March 2018

Net Operating Income
for the Year
Inter Company
Exceptional Item

Donation to RAFCT
Dividend paid to RAFCT
Funds Carried Forward at
28 February 2019

£2,512,752

£2,823,455

Funds Carried Forward at
28 February 2019

@rafcharitable
Disclaimer: Crowe UK LLP have confirmed to the Trustees & Directors that, in their opinion, the summarised financial statements are consistent with the full financial statements
for the period ended 28 February 2019, in that they represent the results of the individual entities prior to consolidation adjustments effected in the Group results. These
summarised financial statements may not contain sufficient information to gain a complete understanding of the financial affairs of the Group. ‘The full statutory Trustees’ report,
financial statements and Auditor’s report, may be obtained from the Royal Air Force Charitable Trust, Douglas Bader House, Horcott Hill, Fairford, Gloucestershire, GL7 4RB, UK.
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WHO’S WHO
The Royal Air Force Charitable Trust

Supporters

Chairman
Air Marshal Sir Kevin Leeson

Patron
HRH The Duke of Kent

Trustees
Mr Stephen Barrett (from March 2019)
Mr Ian Beresford
Mr Peter Brown
Mrs Felicity Chadwick-Histed (from March 2019)
Mr Raj Mody (from March 2019)
Mr Alan Smith
Air Commodore Andrew Sudlow
Lady (Delia) Thornton
Mrs Kate Wigston

Vice Patrons
Air Marshal Sir Timo Anderson
Air Chief Marshal Sir Stuart Peach
Air Marshal Sir David Walker
Air Marshal Julian Young
Air Chief Marshal Michael Wigston

Director
Group Captain Justine Morton

The Royal Air Force Charitable
Trust Enterprises
Chairman
Mr Alan Smith
Directors
Air Commodore Colin Basnett (Non-executive)
Mr Christopher Bell (Non-executive)
Mr Russell Hoyle (Non-executive)
Mr Andy Armstrong (Chief Executive)
Mrs Caroline Rogers (Commercial Director)
Mr Chris Murray (Operations Director to September 2018;
resigned November 2018)
Mr Shane Bellamy (Marketing Director to October 2018)
Mr Steve Gunyon (Finance Director)
Mr Stuart Lindsell (Appointed May, 2018; Operations
Director from September 2018)
Company Secretary
Mr Chris Murray

Honorary Vice Patrons
Air Chief Marshal Sir John Cheshire
Air Chief Marshal Sir Stephen Dalton
Sir Henry Elwes
HRH Lieutenant General Prince Feisal of Jordan
Sir David Jason
Air Chief Marshal Sir Mike Knight
Sir Michael Marshall
Mr Tim Prince
Vice Presidents
Ms Amanda Butcher
Air Vice-Marshal Simon Ellard
Air Marshal Sir Christopher Harper
Air Marshal Richard Knighton
Lady (Lizzie) Moran
Air Marshal Andrew Turner
Air Marshal Gerry Mayhew

Scampton Airshow Ltd
Chairman
Mr Alan Smith
Directors
Air Commodore Colin Basnett (Non-executive)
Mr Stephen Turley (Non-executive)
Mr Andy Armstrong (Chief Executive)
Mr Steve Gunyon (Finance Director)
Mr Chris Murray (Operations Director
to November 2018)

The Royal Air Force Charitable Trust (Registered Charity No: 1176054) Douglas Bader House, Horcott Hill, Fairford,
Gloucestershire, GL7 4RB, United Kingdom Tel: +44 (0)1285 713300 Email: trust-director@rafct.com
www.rafct.com

